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On Jan. 22, Granma reported that the government had increased the price of bread in Havana
by almost a third, and established rationing in the rest of the country. Rationing has also been
implemented for poultry, pork and beef products. These measures were necessary, said officials,
because of overdue grain shipments from the Soviet Union. In recent years, Cuba has received some
100,000 tons of cereal grains from the USSR during December to meet consumption needs for the
first three months of the new year. The Soviet grain expected in December has not yet arrived. To
the present, said officials, the government has filled the gap in part with grain imports from Canada.
Granma advised Cubans to prepare for all manner of problems, including food shortages, given
"international circumstances" (changes in the socialist bloc) and "unpredictable consequences
for our country." Trade relations between Cuba and socialist bloc nations are expected to change,
particularly if the latter insist on payment in hard currencies (mainly US dollars). Cuba is currently
experiencing a foreign exchange crisis, result of drought, low sugar prices on the world market,
generalized economic recession in traditional markets, among other factors. According to the
executive committee of the Council of Ministers, the delay in cereal shipments from the USSR is due
to difficulties experienced by Soviet trade and shipping companies, and does not reflect a change
in Moscow's commitment to provide Cuba with grain. The Soviet's perestroika policy, said the
Granma article, has led to the decentralization of foreign trade enterprises, as well as authorization
for transactions in US dollars. Because Soviet and Eastern European ships have not been seen in
Cuban ports since mid-December (presumably), Cuban citrus exports to the socialist bloc are also
overdue. Citrus exports planned for December totaled some 113,505 tons, but only 72,159 tons were
shipped. [Basic data from Notimex, Prensa Latina (Cuba), 01/22/90]
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